
Effec%ve	Strategies	for	Teaching	Large,	Mul%-level	Classes		

This	session	will	explore	thought-provoking	techniques	for	crea8ng	engaging	and	
interac8ve	lesson	plans	when	working	with	large,	mul8-level	classes.			

During	the	session,	par8cipants	will:	

•  learn	effec%ve	strategies	and	techniques	that	enable	their	students	to	ac%vely	
par%cipate	in	class,	even	when	there	are	varying	proficiency	levels.	

•  gain	a	toolbox	of	ideas	for	crea%ng	more	dynamic	lessons	while	recognizing	that	
class	size	is	not	a	barrier	to	communica%on	and	interac%on.		
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Effec%ve	Strategies	for	Teaching	
	Large,	Mul%-level	Classes	

	
	
	



Goals	
		

•  Examine	effec%ve	classroom	management	techniques	

•  Promote	ways	to	maximize	language	prac%ce		

•  Explore	ways	to	effec%vely	manage	the	variety	of	student	language	
levels	in	large	classes	



What	are	your	biggest	challenges	when	
teaching	large	classes?	



Topics	

•  Planning	for	effec%ve	classroom	management	

•  Encouraging	English	language	use	
•  Building	classroom	community	

•  Fostering	student-to-student	interac%on	
•  Suppor%ng	different	language	levels	
	



Planning	for	Effec%ve	Classroom	Management	

What	strategies	do	you	use	to	effec%vely	manage	your	classes?	



Planning	for	Effec%ve	Classroom	Management	

Have	students	create	classroom	rules	
•  Speak	as	much	English	as	possible	
•  Listen	when	others	are	speaking	
• Arrive	on	%me	
• Keep	the	classroom	%dy	
• Raise	our	hands	when	we	have	a	ques%on	



Planning	for	Effec%ve	Classroom	Management	

Establish	classroom	rou%nes	
• How	to	get	into	pairs	or	groups	
• How	to	get	students’	a[en%on	when	it	is	%me	to	end	an	ac%vity	or	
switch	partners	

• How	to	take	a[endance	



Planning	for	Effec%ve	Classroom	Management	

Use	name	cards	

	
									



Planning	for	Effec%ve	Classroom	Management	

Incorporate	high-interest	and	engaging	ac%vi%es	that	appeal	
to	different	learning	styles	



Encouraging	English	Language	Use	

• Use	English	in	your	classroom	from	Day	1	
• Speak	at	a	level	that	students	can	understand	
• Incorporate	clear	modeling	
• Create	opportuni%es	for	students	to	prac%ce	
• Limit	teacher	talk	



Building	Classroom	Community	in	Large	Classes	

What	do	you	do	to	build	community	in	your	classroom?	
		



Building	Classroom	Community	
Things	in	Common	

	
	
	
	
	
Ming and Wei have a lot in common.  Ming is a student and so is 
Wei.  Ming has a bicycle, and Wei has a bicycle too.  Both Ming 
and Wei like to watch movies.  Ming’s favorite color is white, and 
Wei’s favorite color is also white.  




Building	Classroom	Community	

Discovery	Ac%vi%es	

NAME	 FAVORITE	COLOR	 FAVORITE	FOOD	 FAVORITE	SPORT	

Maria red chicken swimming



Building	Classroom	Community	

Leadership	and	Teambuilding	Ac%vi%es	
• What	makes	a	good	leader?	
• What	makes	a	good	team	player?	



Paper	Relay	



Balloon	Toss	



Spoon	Walk	



King	and	Queen	



Fostering	Student-to-Student	Interac%on	

What	do	you	do	in	your	classes	to	encourage	student-to-
student	interac%on?		



Fostering	Student-to-Student	Interac%on	

Double	Lines	



Double	Lines	

Line	A	

Line	B	

Round	1:		
Student	pairs	talk	for	a	set	
amount	of	%me	un%l	
teacher	gives	a	signal	for	
Line	A	to	rotate.	Line	B	
stays	in	place.	



Double	Lines	

Line	A	

Line	B	

Round	1:		
Student	pairs	talk	for	a	set	
amount	of	%me	un%l	
teacher	gives	a	signal	for	
Line	A	to	rotate.	Line	B	
stays	in	place.	

ROTATE!	



Double	Lines	
Line	A	

Line	B	

Round	2:		
New	student	pairs	talk	un%l	
teacher	gives	the	signal	for	
Line	A	to	rotate	again.	Line	
B	stays	in	place.	Repeat.	

Round	1	

Line	A	

Line	B	



Double	Lines	in	Large	Classes	

Group	1	 Group	2	 Group	3	

Group	4	 Group	5	 Group	6	



Fostering	Student-to-Student	Interac%on	

Informa%on	Gaps	

NAME	 AGE	 FAVORITE	
COLOR	

FAVORITE	
FOOD	

Maria	 13	 	 chicken	
Tomas	 	 blue	 	
Claudia	 15	 	 tacos	
Pedro	 	 green	 	

	



Fostering	Student-to-Student	Interac%on	

Informa%on	Gaps	

NAME	 AGE	 FAVORITE	
COLOR	

FAVORITE	
FOOD	

Maria	 	 red	 	
Tomas	 14	 	 rice	
Claudia	 	 white	 	
Pedro	 17	 	 steak	

	



Fostering	Student-to-Student	Interac%on	
Dear	Aun%e	and	Uncle	Le[ers	

 

Dear Auntie, 
 I want to be a teacher, but my parents want me to be a doctor.  

What should I do? 
     Love, Sidrah 

Dear Sidrah,  
 What your parents say is important, but it’s also good to follow your 

dreams.  You should talk to your parents and tell them that you will 
change many lives if you are a teacher.  Good luck! 

     Love, Auntie 



Fostering	Student-to-Student	Interac%on	

Scavenger	Hunts	
•  Following	direc%ons	

• Go	out	of	the	classroom	and	turn	right.	
• Go	straight	to	the	end	of	the	hallway	and	turn	le6.	
•  The	first	room	on	the	le6	is	the	___________________.		
• Con;nue	straight	to	the	end	of	the	hallway	and	turn	right.		
•  ________________	is	on	the	le6	across	from	the	Office.					

	



Fostering	Student-to-Student	Interac%on	

Reading	Relays	
• Predic%ons	
•  Take	turns	running	to	wall	to	find	answers	

1.	How	many	different	kinds	of	sharks	are	there?	
a.  25	
b.  100	
c.  350	



Fostering	Student-to-Student	Interac%on	

2.	What	is	the	largest	shark?	
a.  Whale	shark	
b.  Great	white	shark	
c.  Greenland	shark	

3.	What	is	the	most	dangerous	shark?	
a.  Tiger	shark	
b.  Leopard	shark	
c.  Great	white	shark	



Fostering	Student-to-Student	Interac%on	

Group	Problem-Solving	Ac%vi%es	



Suppor%ng	Different	Language	Levels	

What	strategies	do	you	use	to	manage	working	with	different	
student	levels	in	your	classroom?			



Suppor%ng	Different	Language	Levels	

• Use	stronger	students	as	mentors	and	classroom	assistants	
• Create	level-appropriate	materials	for	different	students	
• U%lize	learning	sta%ons	that	students	can	rotate	to	



Suppor%ng	Different	Language	Levels	

Lower	Level	
• Mul%ple	Choice	
• One	word	answers 		
• Simplified	reading	text	
• Listening	for	main	concepts	
• Simple	concepts 		

Higher	Level	
• Short	answers	
• Sentence	answers	
• Regular	reading	text	
• Listening	for	details	
• More	complex	concepts	



Conclusion	


“Class size is not a barrier to communica2on.”
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Email:	americanenglish@state.gov	
	
	

americanenglishwebinars.com	
americanenglish.state.gov	

facebook.com/AmericanEnglishatState	
facebook.com/AmericanEnglishforEducators	

Thank	you!	


